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Farrells, Sheldens
receive prestigious
Brookings Award
BY BARBARA REA

David C. and Betty Farrell and
Russell D. and Mary B. Shelden received the Robert S.
Brookings Award for their devotion and service to the University
and for building a bridge between
the University and the region.
The Board of Trustees presented each couple with the prestigious award at the Nov. 4 annual
Founders Day ceremony.
David C. and Betty Farrell
The Farrells are longtime benefactors who have given countless
hours in service to the University,
most notably the School of Medicine.
Their leadership gift for a student center and educational facility on the Medical Campus turned
the dream into a reality: In 2005,
the community celebrated the
grand opening of the Farrell
Learning and Teaching Center.
In addition, the Farrells, in
partnership with the former May
Department Stores Company, established the David C. and Betty
Farrell Professorship of Medicine
in the John Milliken Department
of Medicine, held by Stuart A. Kornfeld, M.D.

Their generosity is felt University-wide, as Life Members of The
Danforth Circle of the William
Greenleaf Eliot Society.
David Farrell, an emeritus
trustee, serves on the Medical
School National Council as well as
the Community Advisory Board
for the Siteman Cancer Center.
His retirement in 1998 capped
a lifelong career devoted to the
May Company. He joined Kaufmann's, the company's Pittsburgh-based department store, in
1956 as a buyer and worked his
way up through the ranks, becoming president of Kaufmann's,
as well as vice president of May,
in 1969.
His ascent within the May
Company is just as impressive.
He was elected a director in 1974
and named president and chief
operating officer the following
year. In 1979, he was named chief
executive officer and was appointed chairman and CEO in
1985.
David Farrell demonstrates
support to the community in a
number of ways and has led in
many roles for cultural organizations such as the Saint Louis Art
See Award, Page 6

Unusual drug mixture
inhibits tumors in mice
BY GWEN ERICSON

An experimental anti-cancer
regimen combined a diuretic,
a Parkinson's disease medication
and a drug ordinarily used to
reverse the effect of sedatives. In
research conducted at the School
of Medicine, the unusual mixture
inhibited the growth of aggressive
prostate tumors in laboratory
mice.
Although their drug choices

may seem capricious, the researchers weren't
randomly pulling drugs from
their shelves.
They made
their discovery
using sophistiGordon
cated methods
for delving into
the unique metabolism of cancer
See Tumors, Page 6

Dance fever WUSTL students move to the music during the annual Dance Marathon Nov. 4-5 in
the Athletic Complex. Some 900 students took part in the 12-hour dance event, helping raise more
than $105,000 for the Children's Miracle Network of Greater St. Louis, a not-for-profit organization
that works to generate awareness and funds to benefit children served by St. Louis Children's
Hospital and SSM Cardinal Glennon Children's Medical Center. This year's event was sponsored
by the Women's Society, Student Union and Meshuggah Coffee House in the University City Loop.

WUSTL has 'ringside seat on
history in the making1 in China
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Seven University administrators traveled halfway
around the world in an effort to provide Chinese
students the means to attend graduate schools in the
United States.
The delegation flew to Shanghai last month to attend the International Graduate Scholarship Conference, which was co-hosted by the University, the
China Scholarship Council and the Woodrow Wilson
Foundation's "Responsive Ph.D." consortium.
The two-day event was attended by leaders of 20
prominent educational institutions in China, graduate deans and faculty members from 17 leading U.S.
research universities in the consortium and more
than 400 of China's top college seniors. The number
of U.S. universities in attendance marked an increase
from 12 last year, showing heightened interest in attracting Chinese students.
"We are privileged to have a ringside seat on his-

tory in the making here," said Robert E. Thach,
Ph.D., dean of the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences and a conference organizer. "The University is
clearly a player in this arena and seen as a definite
leader in China. This association will do us a lot of
good for many years to come."
At the event, Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton hosted
a banquet honoring university leaders from China
and the United States.
"I am very proud of the leadership Dean Thach
is bringing to advance our relationships with premier
universities in China and with prospective students
from these institutions," Wrighton said. "Through
his efforts, Washington University has become a
major leader in encouraging Chinese students to
consider graduate education in the United States."
Other WUSTL participants were Ping Wang,
Ph.D., the Seigle Family Professor of Economics
in Arts & Sciences and department chair; Peter
See Conference, Page 5

Awards bestowed on architecture faculty, student

Three WUSTL teams
to host NCAA regionals

Kim, assistant professor of architecture and principal of Axi:Ome
LLC, won a Merit Award in the
Unbuilt category for their proposal "Architecture as Landscape: A
Contemporary Hotel in Moscow."
Matthew Horvath, PE (GA '05),
served as a consultant on the
project.
Designed for KECO Invest Engineering GMBH, a Russian development corporation, the hotel
would integrate approximately
200 rooms with a convention center and public, commercial and
recreational spaces at a site near
the historic Donskoy Monastery,
approximately 2.5 kilometers
from The Kremlin.
The hotel's structural design
calls for an innovative polycarbonate roof/enclosure that slopes
See Design, Page 2

The No. 2 volleyball team will host
the 2006 NCAA Central Region
Championship Nov. 9-11 at the Field
House.

BY LIAM OTTEN

This architectural rendering shows part of the 200-room hotel and
convention center design for a contemporary structure in Moscow.
Paul J. Donnelly, FAIA, PE, and Sung Ho Kim of the Sam Fox
School won a Merit Award for the proposal.

Five 2006 Design Awards —
nearly a third of those given
by the St. Louis Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects
— were conferred upon people
affiliated with the Sam Fox School
of Design & Visual Arts, including
faculty members, a graduate student and an alumnus.
The annual awards honor architects, designers and craftspersons for contributions to excellence in the built environment.
A total of 18 awards for recent
works were given in five cate-.
gories: Craftsmanship, Drawings,
Interiors, Unbuilt and Architecture.
Paul J. Donnelly, FAIA, PE, the
Rebecca and John Voyles Professor of Architecture, and Sung Ho

WUSTL opens play at 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 9 vs. Nebraska Wesleyan
University. Before the Bears take
the court, other first-round action
will be played af 1 p.m., 3:30 p.m.
and 6 p.m.
The women's soccer team earned a
first-round bye and will play the winner of Loras College and the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh in the second round at 4 p.m. Nov. 11.
The men's soccer team will host
first- and second-round action Nov.
10-11. The men play at 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 10 against Wheaton College.
For details, see Sports, page 7
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A 60th birthday puts
physics at forefront
BY SUSAN KILLENBERG MCGINN

What do Donald Trump, Dolly Parton, Jimmy Buffet and
Cliff Will have in common?
They all turn 60 this year.
But only Clifford M. Will,
Ph.D., the James S. McDonnell
Professor of Physics in Arts & Sciences, can boast of a symposium
and a CliffFest Dinner being held
in his honor. In addition, the
Midwest Relativity Meeting is
being held in conjunction with his
60th birthday celebration.
WUSTL's Gravity Group in the
Department of Physics is hosting
the 16th Midwest Relativity Meeting (MWRM-16) Nov. 17-18 as
well as the CliffFest Dinner Nov.
18 and the Cliff Will Birthday
Symposium on Gravitational Theory and Experiment Nov. 19.
Physics groups worldwide traditionally honor significant colleagues on their 60th birthdays.
Together, the events are expected
to bring to campus more
than 200 physicists from
around the country and
the world.
"What makes these regional meetings unique is
that they are very informal and are geared toward
talks by young researchers
— graduate students and
post-docs," said Will, one Will
of the world's leading experts in experimental tests of Einstein's theory of general relativity.
"This gives them important experience and allows them to meet
and talk to other researchers in
the field. By having them regional,
we make it possible for people to
attend who might have been unable to afford the travel costs to a
big national or international
meeting."
The MWRM, which WUSTL is
hosting for the second time, and
the symposium will be held from
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. all three days. On
Nov. 17, the MWRM will be in
McMillan Cafe. The Nov. 18
MWRM and the Nov. 19 symposium will be in Crow Hall, Room
201. The American Physical Society Topical Group on Gravitation
will award a $200 prize for the
best talk given by a graduate student at the MWRM-16.
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
will make welcoming remarks at
9 a.m. at the Sunday symposium.
The symposium will feature
invited talks by five premier physicists in the field, including Nobel
Prize winner Joseph H. Taylor Jr.,
Ph.D., the James S. McDonnell
Distinguished University Professor Emeritus of Physics at Princeton University. Taylor won the
Nobel Prize in physics in 1993.
Because of Will's work related to
the discovery for which Taylor
and Russell A. Hulse received the
award, Will was invited to attend
the Nobel ceremonies in Stockholm that year.
In addition to Taylor, the sym-

Design
Five awards won by
WUSTL affiliates
- from Page 1

into a surrounding masonry
landscape, blurring the distinction between ground and building while maintaining the neighborhood's existing proportions.
Also receiving an Unbuilt
Merit Award were Jodi Polzin,
visiting assistant professor of architecture, and Greg Hitchcock,
research assistant, for their proposed "Tulum Archaeological
Museum" in Tulum, Mexico.
Donald Koster, AIA, LEED AP,

posium speakers are Luc Blanchet,
Ph.D., directeur de recherche, Iristitut d'Astrophysique de Paris;
Francis Everitt, Ph.D., professor
of physics and head of Gravity
Probe-B at Stanford University;
Bernard Schutz, Ph.D., director
of the Albert Einstein Institute in
Potsdam-Golm, Germany; and
Kip S. Thorne, Ph.D., the Feynman Professor of Theoretical Physics at the California Institute of
Technology.
"For 30 years, Cliff Will has
been the leading scientist, worldwide, in probing whether Einstein's general relativity theory is
correct," said Thorne, who was
Will's thesis adviser when he was
a doctoral student at Caltech.
"He has provided the theoretical framework within which tests
of relativity are carried out, he has
invented tests that disproved competing theories, he has shown us
how to use gravitational-wave observations to test relativity — and
he has predicted in great
detail the shapes of the
gravitational waves that
we should see from black
holes and neutron stars
orbiting each other. Those
predictions are crucial for
the searches for gravitational waves now being
carried out by LIGO, the
Laser Interferometer
Gravitational Wave Observatory. I am tremendously
proud to have been Cliff's Ph.D.
adviser."
Will, who was born Nov. 13,
1946, in Hamilton, Ontario, said:
"While I'm slightly embarrassed
by the idea of people getting together to talk about me in public,
I'm really thrilled and honored
that these five friends and colleagues have agreed to come to St.
Louis to speak at the symposium.
But really, it's not about me, it's
about the science. I'm hoping that
the attendees at the MWRM and
the Sunday symposium will come
away as excited about gravitational physics as I have been for almost 40 years."
Will joined the University's
physics faculty in 1981 and served
two terms as department chair
(1991-96; 1997-2002).
Also a member of the University's McDonnell Center for the
Space Sciences in Arts 8c Sciences,
Will examines the observational
and astrophysical implications of
Einstein's general theory of relativity, including gravitational radiation, black holes, cosmology, the
physics of curved space time and
the interpretation of experimental
tests of general relativity.
Wai Mo Suen, Ph.D., professor
of physics, is co-coordinating the
scientific events. There is a $10 registration fee for MWRM-16, but
the Nov. 19 symposium is free.
Registration for both is required.
The CliffFest dinner is by invitation only. For information, call.
935-6276 or visit mwrm.wustl.edu/.
a Weese Teaching Fellow and visiting assistant professor of architecture, received an Architecture
Merit Award for a 1,200-squarefoot wood-frame summer residence on the Nova Scotia coast.
The structure, a modern homage to the ubiquitous vernacular
Nova Scotia barn, employs multiple passive environmental strategies while blurring the distinction
between indoors and out. Framed
in wood and clad in Eastern white
cedar shingles with a Galvalume
metal roof, the building materials
were chosen for their authenticity,
local availability and ease of
maintenance in the harsh coastal
environment.
Ian Caine, affiliate assistant
professor of architecture, was part
of a team from HKW Architects,

GeaHng lip The Booth family gets ready to cheer on the football Bears before the Oct. 28 game
against Carnegie Mellon University. Arts & Sciences freshman Greg Booth (second from left) is
flanked by his mother, Diana, and father, Tom. Courtney McElyea (right), a family friend, joined in
the tailgating party, which took place near Francis Field as part of Parents Weekend. The Bears
made it a game, but fell, 10-7, in overtime.

Flex-spending open enrollment closes Nov. 30
The Office of Human Resources
has announced new enhancements to the University's flexspending plans for active faculty
and staff, effective Jan. 1. The
improvements include a tripleoption payment method for
employees' out-of-pocket health
and child-care expenses and
online access to flex-spending
account balances.
The triple-option payment
method includes: 1) a VISA debit
card that may be used for health .
flex-spending expenses only; 2)
paying a provider for health or
child-care flex-spending expenses
through a regular monthly payment; and 3) reimbursing employees by check or direct deposit
for paper or faxed claims submitted for health and child-care flexspending expenses.
Also, employees will have the
opportunity to go online to verify
their current flex-spending account balances in addition to receiving a monthly statement by email or U.S. mail.
Another change to the flexspending plans is the adoption of
a grace period for incurring outof-pocket expenses after the calendar or plan year. Specifically,
employees may incur flex-spending expenses through March 15,
2007, that may be applied to their
remaining balances for calendar
year 2006.
Due to the new grace period,
the deadline for submitting claims
for 2006 flex-spending expenses
will be extended to April 30, 2007.
Active faculty and staff wanting to save money on out-ofpocket health and/or child-care
expenses may enroll in the University's flex-spending plans for
St. Louis that received an Architecture Merit Award for the K-6
lunchroom addition to the New
City School in St. Louis.
"Re-Imagining Lights" by graduate student Barbara M. Boykin
received an Honor Award in the
Drawings category. The project
was praised for its "poetic quality
and lyrical movement that echoes
the sense of light and water." And
alumnus Geoffrey Loo (M.Arch
'04), now with Cannon Design,
St. Louis, received a Drawings
Honor Award for "Beacon."
Dean Carmon Colangelo, the
E. Desmond Lee Professor for
Community Collaboration in the
Arts, served as jury chair in the
Drawings category. The ceremony
took place Sept. 28 at The Coronado in St. Louis.

calendar year 2007 during the
open-enrollment period, which
runs through Nov. 30.
The advantage of flex-spending plans is that they allow employees to avoid paying federal,
state and Social Security/Medicare taxes on money specifically
set aside from their paychecks for
the spending accounts.
The annual limit is $5,000 per
employee for the health-care flexspending plan and $5,000 per
family for the child-care flexspending plan. Employees can
enroll in either plan or both.
All interested employees —
including those enrolled for 2006
— must enroll before the Nov. 30
deadline to ensure participation.
Expenses not covered by
health, dental, prescription-drug
or vision benefits, plus over-thecounter medications, can be reimbursed from the pre-tax
health-care spending account.
Examples of some qualifying
expenses include: deductibles, coinsurance, office visit co-pays,
prescription drug co-pays, hospital emergency room co-pay,
LASIK surgery, non-covered prescription drugs, eyeglasses, contact lenses and hearing aids.
Child-care expenses include
services provided by a licensed
day-care center, pre-school or
babysitter. To be eligible, this
service must be rendered for the
sole purpose of allowing a single
parent, both spouses of a married
couple, or both a parent and domestic partner to work or to seek
an education on a full-time basis.
"Our employees who are enrolled in these plans enjoy a definite tax savings, a current tax savings that won't be deferred or
paid later like our retirement savings plan," said Tom Lauman, director of benefits in human re-

sources. "With the new payment
options including the debit card,
employees have an easier and
more convenient way to save taxes
on their flex-spending expenses."
There are limitations and forfeiture rules to consider when enrolling in these plans. Once enrolled, employees cannot change or
cancel their contributions during
that year unless they experience a
family-status change, such as marriage, divorce, legal separation or
birth or adoption of a child, or
their spouse ends or begins employment or has health open enrollment through their employer.
"We encourage those interested
to review the open-enrollment
brochure carefully," Lauman said.
"We also caution employees to be
very conservative and budget only
for known or planned expenses
for the next year to avoid forfeiture of their remaining balances."
Those currently participating
in the plans for 2006 should expend their remaining balances by
March 15 and submit a claim
form and receipts to the Epoch
Group to avoid forfeiture.
Those enrolling for 2007 will
receive a welcome kit from the
new administrator, WageWorks,
in December that will include
their debit card and detailed
instructions about the tripleoption payment methods and
online access.

Correction
Laura Fields was misidentified in
a caption on Page 4 of the Nov. 2
Record. She appeared in a photograph with her brother, David
Kemper, and her father, James
Kemper, at the Kemper Art Museum dedication. The Record
regrets the error.

Campus Watch
The following incidents were reported to University Police Nov. 1-7. Readers with
information that could assist in investigating these incidents are urged to call 9355555. This information is provided as a public service to promote safety awareness
and is available on the University Police Web site at police.wustl.edu.
NOV. 3
3:52 p.m. - A person reported
that a computer monitor was
stolen from Eads Hall. The
theft occurred between 9 p.m.midnight Nov. 1.
NOV. 6
,,.„,„
,
11:33 a.m. — AA „„„
person„„
report-

ed the theft of a stop sign and
P°J£°m *e west-side entrance
of Mlll
brook Parking Garage.
..JJ-„ TT •
• *, ,.
Add
^o»alfy, University Police
responded to five larcenies, two
injuries, two reports of property
damage and one report each of
fraud
and peace
disturbance.
r
'

record.wustl.edu
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School of Medicine Update

Neuroscientists awarded $14 million in 2 grants
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

The School of Medicine will be
among the first recipients of
a major new National Institutes of Health (NIH) grant to
facilitate study of nervous system
disorders. The NIH Blueprint for
the Neurosciences Grant will provide $8 million to the University
over five years.
The NIH also is renewing its
support of the University's innovative multidisciplinary stroke
research program, providing $6
million over five years. Researchers funded by the grant are trying
to determine if healthy connections between brain cells are critical to the cells' ability to survive
strokes.
Research funded by both
grants will be administered
through the Hope Center for
Neurological Disorders. The
Hope Center is supported by both
the University and Hope Happens, a private foundation dedicated to raising money for research into neurodegenerative
disorders.
Scientists partially credit the
blueprint grant proposal's success
to the large number of established
neuroscience investigators at the
University.
"One of the criteria for evaluating the grant applications was
the number of investigators already funded by NIH to study the
nervous system," said co-principal

Holtzman

Goldberg

investigator Mark P. Goldberg,
M.D., professor of neurology and
of anatomy and neurobiology
and director of the Hope Center.
"We certainly have one of the
largest bases in brain and nervous system science, with more
than 300 grants."
Scientists will use the grant
funds to establish or expand
seven cores, which are shared facilities that provide scientific
services and processes regularly
needed for research, including a
core for creating viruses to alter
the activity of important genes
and a core for using advanced
optical imaging techniques to
monitor experimental results.
Each core will be located in a
different department at the medical school, creating a network
potentially accessible to any scientist, clinical or basic, who studies aspects of nervous system disease and function.
. "What's nice about the blueprint grant is that it allows us to
do work not only at the bench
with molecules, cells and animal

models, but also at the bedside
with human patients," said principal investigator David M. Holtzman, M.D., the Andrew and
Gretchen Jones Professor and
chair of Neurology.
The blueprint grant program is
one of the first initiatives of NIH's
Blueprint for Neuroscience Research. Like the broader NIH
Roadmap for Medical Research, it
was designed to encourage innovative approaches to scientific
challenges by fostering collaboration between different research
specialties.
The ultimate goal of both NIH
initiatives and the University's
own Biomed 21 initiative is to accelerate the transformation of laboratory insights into improved
patient treatment.
Goldberg said the success of

the University's blueprint grant
proposal is partially attributable
to pledges of additional support
and funding from the School of
Medicine, the Hope Center, the
McDonnell Center for Higher
Brain Function and the McDonnell Center for Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology.
Goldberg is principal investi. gator for the recently renewed
stroke grant, now funded through
its 17th year. Researchers have
long noted that stroke leads brain
cells to release a flood of excitatory neurotransmitters that can
cause brain cells to self-destruct.
"The drugs that we've developed to stop these excitatory
processes, which are based on
mouse models, have mostly failed
to work in humans," Goldberg
said. "Our research program is

looking at whether a key difference between mouse and human
brains could account for this lack
of significant progress. That difference is the number of connections between brain cells."
Scientists call the portion of
the brain comprised of connections between brain cells white
matter. Ten percent of the mouse
brain is white matter; the human
brain, in contrast, is about 50
percent white matter.
"There's no question that a
brain cell's response to excess excitatory neurotransmitters is important to its survival during
stroke," Goldberg said.
"But what we've started to
ask is whether the cells' survival
also hinges on keeping the connections between brain cells
working."

Nationally recognized
leader joins Siteman
BY GWEN ERICSON

Graham A. Colditz, M.D.,
Dr.P.H., has been named the
Niess-Gain Professor and associate
director of Prevention and
Control at the Siteman Cancer
Center.
He will have overall responsibility for overseeing research, education and community outreach
in cancer prevention sponsored by
the center.
"To recruit someone of Dr.
Colditz's stature is a tremendous
opportunity," said Timothy J. Eberlein, M.D., director of the Siteman
Cancer Center. "He is one
of the foremost leaders in
his field, and people gravitate to him and to his vision. We already have a
comprehensive prevention and control proColditz
gram, but now we have
the opportunity to become the best in the world. This is
a highly significant milestone in
the evolution of the Siteman Cancer Center."
Colditz is a newly elected
member of the Institute of Medicine, a highly prestigious independent body that advises the U.S.
government on many issues affecting public health. For the past
23 years, he has been at Harvard
University where he was director
of the Harvard Center for Cancer
Prevention and leader of the Cancer Epidemiology Program at the
Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer
Center.
"I see my new position as a
chance to go beyond the work I've
been doing to engage in an even
more active translation of research
into practice," Colditz said. "We
can implement prevention strategies that work with clinicians, that
work at the community level and

that work with individuals. We
can have an impact on the entire
community and the region as a
whole."
Colditz points to a variety of
research that has shown the value
of cancer prevention: routine
colon cancer screening can halve
the death rate from colon cancer,
medications such as tamoxifen
can reduce breast cancer incidence and a vaccine is now available to prevent cervical cancer.
"The Prevention and Control
Program creates a complement
between discoveries in biological science and effective interventions," Colditz
said. "Siteman has enormous strength in basic
science research and in
understanding disease
processes. The challenge is
to add ways to identify
cancer risks — both for
individuals and within
whole communities —
and to change behavior to lower
risk and improve people's lives."
Colditz also was professor of
medicine at Harvard Medical
School and professor of epidemiology at Harvard School of Public Health. Born in Sydney, Australia, he earned an undergraduate degree in pathology and a
medical degree from the University of Queensland in Brisbane.
He also earned a doctorate of
public health from Harvard.
After completing his doctoral
program, he joined the faculty at
the Channing Laboratory in the
Department of Medicine at
Brigham and Women's Hospital
and Harvard Medical School. For
the past seven years, he has been
principal investigator of the
Nurses Health Study, which is
among the largest investigations
into the risk factors for major
chronic diseases in women.

Getting tO knOW yOU (From left) Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor for medical
affairs and dean of the School of Medicine, and Diana L. Gray, M.D., associate dean for faculty
affairs and professor of obstetrics and gynecology and radiology, get to know Shamika Ketkar, a
senior statistical data analyst in the Department of Biostatistics, and Shashikant Kulkarni, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of pediatrics, at the New Faculty Reception at the Missouri Botanical Garden.

Ferkol to head pediatric allergy,
pulmonary medicine division
BY BETH MILLER

Thomas Ferkol, M.D., has been named director of
the Division of Allergy and Pulmonary Medicine
in the Department of Pediatrics.
Ferkol, associate professor of pediatrics and of
cell biology and physiology, will continue as director
of the Pediatric Pulmonology Fellowship Program at
the School of Medicine and as director of the Cystic
Fibrosis Center at the School of Medicine
and St. Louis Children's Hospital.
"I am truly honored by this opportunity," Ferkol said. "The division has an excellent reputation in patient care, basic and
clinical research and teaching. It is known to
have two of the premier pediatric fellowship
training programs in the nation.
"My goal is to take the division to the
next level by expanding education and reFerkol
search efforts, especially with the advent of
the Center for Pediatric Pulmonary Disease in the
Children's Discovery Institute."
The Children's Discovery Institute is a collaboration between St. Louis Children's Hospital and the
medical school to fund novel research initiatives to
speed cures for children's diseases.
"Tom Ferkol was recruited here in 2000 to lead
our Cystic Fibrosis Center, which he has done with
great distinction," said Alan L. Schwartz, Ph.D.,
M.D., the Harriet B. Spoehrer Professor and head

of Pediatrics.
"While the Division of Allergy and Pulmonary
Medicine is already among the most robust nationwide, Tom's exceptional leadership will bring it to a
new level," Schwartz said.
Ferkol's research has focused on the development
of cell and animal models to understand the pathogenesis of chronic infection, inflammation and deterioration in cystic fibrosis. Researchers in his laboratory also are investigating new agents and alternative strategies for drug delivery to the
infected airway.
More recently, he has been actively involved in the National Institutes of Healthsupported Genetic Disorders of Mucociliary
Clearance Consortium, a clinical research
network created to improve the diagnostic
testing and treatment of rare airway diseases.
Ferkol has been principal investigator on
several National Institutes of Health, Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation, March of Dimes and American
Lung Association grants.
He has received numerous awards, including the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation LeRoy Matthew's Physician-Scientist Award, and was an American Lung Association Edward Livingston Trudeau Scholar.
His research has appeared in numerous specialty
journals, including the Journal of Clinical Investigation, American Journal of Respiratory and Critical
Care Medicine, Chest and the Journal of Pediatrics.
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University Events

'Anytown' brings Springsteen's music to Edison Theatre
BY LIAM OTTEN

As young dancers in the mid1980s, Danial Shapiro and
Joanie Smith frequently
spent their evenings with Smith's
sister, violinist Soozie Tyrell, and
her best friend, a young singersongwriter named Patti Scialfa.
In the years since, Shapiro and
Smith emerged as internationally
renowned choreographers praised
by The New York Times for their
"strong, sharp-edged dancing and
daring theatricality." Meanwhile,
Tyrell and Scialfa went on to perform as members of Bruce
Springsteen's E Street Band.
Recently, the quartet reunited
to create "Anytown: Stories of
America," a dance-theater piece
based on Springsteen's songs. On
Nov. 17, the show will make its
St. Louis premiere at Edison Theatre. It runs through Nov. 19.
A music-driven dance-theater
piece, "Anytown" draws its inspiration directly from Springsteen's
songs, including "Human Touch,"
"Youngstown," "Countin' On a
Miracle" and an acoustic blues
version of "Born in the USA." In
all, "Anytown" includes nine of
Springsteen songs, the most he
has ever allowed to 'be used in a
performance piece. Scialfa and
Tyrell provide additional music.
The story follows the intertwined lives of three middle-class
families, evoking their daily
struggles and life challenges
through the skillful juxtaposition
of movement, metaphor and
lyrics.
The multi-generational cast of
nine dancers is led by Germaul
Barnes, a Bessie Award winner
and former principal dancer with
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance
Company; Kelly Drummond
Cawthon, a 13-year veteran of
Shapiro & Smith Dance; and Carl
Flink, a former Limon Dance
Company soloist.
Other dancers are Maggie

Shapiro & Smith Dance will perform the St. Louis premiere of "Anytown: Stories of America" at Edison Theatre Nov. 17. The dancetheater performance based on the music of Bruce Springsteen continues Nov. 18-19.

Bergeron, Bernard Brown, Kelly
Gaunt, Kari Mosel, Eddie Oroyan
and Laura Selle. The Edison Theatre engagement is part of a
three-year, 60-city U.S. tour.
'"Anytown marks the most
exciting collaboration of our careers," Shapiro said of the show's

premiere, which took place Oct.
5, 2005, at the Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts in
Philadelphia.
Sadly, it was to be one of
Shapiro's final projects. In 2002,
he was diagnosed with prostate
cancer. He died Oct. 3, 2006.

"My diagnosis forced Joanie
and me to focus on the priorities
of getting well, but also guided
our hand to the work we felt
compelled to do," Shapiro said
shortly before his death. "Since
we had long dreamt of dancing
with the music of Soozie, Patti
and Bruce, our course was set."
In conjunction with the U.S.
tour of "Anytown," Shapiro &
Smith Dance launched "PSA
(Prostate Specific Antigen) in the
USA," a national awareness campaign to educate people about
prostate cancer. The group hopes
to provide free PSA testing for
one million men.
"Whoever met Dan will remember him," Tyrell recently
wrote on her Web site. "Whoever
saw Dan dance will remember
him.... Danny threaded grace
with strength. His vast eclectic
knowledge was spiced with
wickedly great humor. His curiosity never ended. He is forever
embedded in our hearts."
Shapiro and Smith first met
while performing in the companies of Murray Louis and Alwin
Nikolais. They founded Shapiro
& Smith Dance in New York in
1987 and quickly earned a reputation for creating works of challenging physicality, biting wit and
emotional depth.
Based in Minneapolis since
1995, the company has performed at major venues and festivals across the United States,
Europe, Asia and Canada. Smith
holds the Barbara Barker Endowed Chair in the Department
of Theater Arts and Dance at the
University of Minnesota.
Scialfa, now Springsteen's
wife, continues to tour with the E
Street Band and is a featured performer on some of Springsteen's
most recent studio albums, "The
Rising" (2002) and "Devils and
Dust" (2005). She released two
solo albums, "Rumbledoll"
(1993) and "23rd Street Lullaby"

(2004), which highlight her jazzinfluenced style with tracks ranging from plaintive ballads to fulltilt rockers.
Tyrell can be heard on six of
Springsteen's albums as well as
both of Scialfa's. Other recordings
include Shawn Colvin's Grammywinning "Steady On" (1989),
John Hammond's Grammy-nominated "Found True Love" (1996)
and Sheryl Crow's "C'mon,
C'mon" (2002) and "Train's My
Private Nation" (2003). Her debut
solo effort, "White Lines," was released in 2003.
Performances are sponsored
by the Edison Theatre OVATIONS! Series and Dance
St. Louis.
The OVATIONS! Series serves
both the University and the St.
Louis community by providing
the highest caliber national and
international artists in music,
dance and theater, performing
new works as well as innovative
interpretations of classical material not otherwise seen in St.
Louis. Focusing on presentations
that are interdisciplinary, multicultural and/or experimental,
Edison Theatre presents work intended to challenge, educate and
inspire.
Dance St. Louis was founded
in 1966 by a small group of dance
enthusiasts led by Annelise Mertz,
professor emerita of dance. Dance
St. Louis has become one of the
area's cultural treasures and a national dance landmark — one of
only six organizations in the
United States that presents a
complete fall-to-spring season of
dance every year.
Performances are at 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 17-18,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19. Tickets are $30; $25 for seniors, faculty and staff; and $18 for students
and children.
For more information, call
935-6543 or vjsit edisontheatre
.wustl.edu.

Government Career Fair • The British Warfare State • The Great Jazz Schism
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Nov. 9-22 at
Washington University. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (calendar.wustl.edu) and the
School of Medicine (medschool
.wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
Caught! Modern Dance Photographs by
Barbara Morgan. Through Dec. 21. Olin
Library, Lvl. 1, Ginkgo Rm. 935-5495.
Eyes on the Prize 1 & 2: Documenting the
Civil Rights Movement. Through Dec. 21.
Olin Library, Lvl. 1, Grand Staircase Lobby.
935-8679.

Lectures
Thursday, Nov. 9
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Center for the Application
of Information Technology Three-day
Workshop. "Business Requirements
Management." Cost: $1,455; reduced fees
available for CAIT member organizations.
CAIT, 5 N. Jackson Ave. To register:
935-4444.
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Genetics
of Common Inflammatory Diseases." John
D. Rioux, prof, of genetics and genomic
medicine of inflammation, U. of Montreal.
McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm.
823. 362-2139.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. Jason Weber,
prof, of medicine. Eric P. Newman Education Center. 454-7029.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "Patterning the Fly Eye: What
We See." Ross Cagan, prof, of molecular
biology & pharmacology. Maternity Bldg.,
Rm. 725. 362-3315.
4 p.m. Physics Theory Seminar. "Probing
Non-Abelian Statistics with Quasiparticle
Interferometry." Kirill Shtengel, assoc.

prof, of condensed matter theory, U. of
Calif., Riverside. (3:30 p.m. coffee.
Compton Hall, Rm. 245.) Crow Hall, Rm.
201.935-6276.
4:15 p.m. Earth & Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Atmospheric Conditions
on Early Mars and the Missing Layered
Carbonates." Mark Bullock, manager,
planetary atmospheres section, Southwest Research Inst. Earth & Planetary
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 203. 935-5610.

Friday, Nov. 10
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"International Adoption: New Families,
New Challenges, New Questions." Mary
Cradock, asst. prof, of pediatrics, and
Rachel Orscheln, instructor in pediatrics.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar. "BMP Signaling in Hemtopoietic,
Vascular and Heart Development."
Kyunghee Choi, prof, of pathology &
immunology. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-7437.
Noon. Kemper Conversation Series.
"Pressing Issues: The Social Agency of
Prints." Elizabeth Childs, assoc. prof, of
art history and archaeology, and Lisa
Bulawsky, assoc. prof, of printmaking.
(Reception immediately following,
Museum's Teaching Gallery.) Bixby Hall,
Lvl. 2. 935-4523.
2 p.m. Physics High-energy Astrophysics
Seminar. "Theory and Practice of Smallscale Microwave Background Fluctuations." Arthur Kosowsky, prof, of physics and astronomy, U. of Pittsburgh.
(1:45 p.m. coffee.) Compton Hall, Rm.
241.935-6276.
3 p.m. School of Law Lecture. William
Catron Jones Lecture Series. "American
and Chinese Universities in the 21st
Century." William Kirby, dir., Fairbank
Center for East Asian Research, Harvard
U. Sponsored by the Whitney R. Harris
Inst. for Global Legal Studies and East
Asian Studies. (4:30 p.m. reception,
Janite Lee Reading Room.) AnheuserBusch Hall, Rm. 305. 935-7988.

Saturday, Nov. 11
7:30 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Oncology CME
Course. "Controversies in Oncology: A
Focus on Recent Advances." Cost: $45.
Eric P. Newman Education Center. To
register: 362-6891.

Monday, Nov. 13
Noon. Molecular Biology & Pharmacology Seminar. "ThrombospondinCD47: NO Control on Vascular Physiology?" William Frazier, prof, of biochemistry & molecular biophysics.
South Bldg., Rm. 3907, Philip Needleman Library. 747-3339.
3 p.m. Neuro-oncology Research Group

Seminar Series. "CXCR4 in Brain
Tumors: Mediating an Environmental
Influence on Behavior." Joshua Rubin,
asst. prof, of pediatrics. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 928.
454-8981.
3 p.m. Romance Languages & Literatures Lecture. "Errant Scribes: Travel
and Translation." Sylvia Molloy, Albert
Schweitzer Professor in the Humanities,
NYU. Co-sponsored by International &
Area Studies, Comparative Literature,
Women & Gender Studies and the
Center for the Humanities. Women's
Bldg. Formal Lounge. 935-5175.
4 p.m. Condensed Matter/Materials &
Biological Physics Seminar. "Magnetic

Win a Black Rep season pass
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

In celebration of The Black
Rep's 30th season, the University's Diversity Initiative is giving away 30 Season PassPorts to
University faculty and staff.
Each Season PassPort consists of five ticket vouchers redeemable at any time during the
theater's 2007 season. Entrants
must register, and winners will
be selected in a random drawing. The deadline for entry is
Dec. 1.
To register for the season
passes, visit aisweb.wustl.edu/
Chancellor/BlackRep.nsf/form? .
OpenForm.
"The Black Rep is one of St.
Louis' cultural gems," said
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton,
who along with his wife, Risa
Zwerling Wrighton, co-chairs

The Black Rep's 30th Anniversary Celebration Committee.
The 30th anniversary season,
which begins in January, features "Ain't Misbehavin'," "Crossin' Over," "Gem of the Ocean,"
"The Dance on Widow's Row"
and "Guys and Dolls."
The Diversity Initiative was
launched in July 2005. This initiative included the creation of
a Coordinating Council for Diversity Initiatives and the appointment of Leah Merrifield
as special assistant to the chancellor for diversity initiatives.
The focus of the initiative is
to increase racial diversity and
improve the gender balance
among the University's faculty
and staff.
For more information,
visit diversity.wustl.edu or
theblackrep.org.

Sensing in Animals: Mysteries, Myths
and Biophysical Mechanisms." Thorsten
Ritz, prof, of physics, U. of Calif., Irvine.
(3:45 p.m. coffee.) Compton Hall, Rm.
241.935-6276.
4 p.m. Danforth Lecture Series. "The
Social Responsibility of Business." P.
Roy Vagelos, retired chair of the board
and chief executive officer, Merck Co.
Inc. Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. Donald C. Shreffler Memorial
Lecture. "Developmental Genetics in the
Mouse: Cell Biology Meets Embryonic
Patterning." Kathryn Anderson, Developmental Biology Program, SloanKettering Inst. Co-sponsored by the
Depts. of Genetics and Pathology &
Immunology. Moore Aud., 660 S. Euclid
Ave. 362-2763.
7 p.m. Sam Fox School Architecture
Lecture Series. "Where in the World
is Architecture?" Robert Ivy, editor in
chief, Architectural Record. Brown Hall,
Rm. 118. 935-9300.

Tuesday, Nov. 14
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Identification and Characterization of
ISG15 as a Critical Antiviral Molecule."
Debbie Lenschow, asst. prof, of internal
medicine and rheumatology. Cori Aud.,
4565 McKinley Ave. 362-4829.
1 p.m. Multidisciplinary Clinical Research Center Development Program
Seminar. "A Community Investigation
of Dioxin Exposures: The University of
Michigan Dioxin Exposure Study." Al
Franzbiau, prof, of environmental health
sciences, U. of Mich. Wohl Hosp. Bldg.
Aud. 454-8255.
4 p.m. Music Lecture. "The Great Jazz
Schism." Dan Morgenstern, dir., Inst. of
Jazz Studies, Rutgers U. Music Classroom Bldg., Rm. 102. 935-4841.
8 p.m. Romance Languages and Literatures Lecture. "Les Yeux Enchantes, La
Main Ailee: Surrealisme et Peinture."
Henri Behar, dir, Le Centre d'Etudes
Surrealist.es, Sorbonne U., Paris. Co-
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Staged readings highlight
A.E. Hotchner Festival
Four winning student plays featured Nov. 16-17 in Mallinckrodt Center
BY LIAM OTTEN

Four aspiring playwrights will present staged readings of their work Nov. 16-17 as part of the University's 2006 A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival.
"Demons and Other Large Blunt Objects," a fulllength play, is a story of war and delusion by graduate
student Dan Rubin.
The full-length "60 Seconds Live" is a fast-paced
tale of news manipulation by junior Nicholas Loyal.
Two short plays, "The Pennsylvanian" by junior Noga
Landau and "Habana Libre" by junior Lee Osorio,
also will be presented.
Readings of "Demons and Other Large Blunt Objects" and "The Pennsylvanian" will begin at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 16. Readings of "60 Seconds Live" and
"Habana Libre" will start at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17.
Both performances will be held in the A.E. Hotchner
Studio Theatre.
The works were selected from original plays submitted in January by students University-wide. An
adjudication committee made up of faculty and theater professionals chose the four winners to be presented at the festival, which is sponsored by the Performing Arts Department (PAD) in Arts & Sciences.
The winning works were subject to an intense
two-week workshop this fall, culminating in the
staged readings. Visiting dramaturg Liz Engleman,
president of the Literary Managers and Dramaturgs
sponsored by the program in Comparative Literature. Duncker Hall, Rm. 101.
935-5175.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
Noon. Sam Fox School Brown Bag Lunch
Discussion Series. Meredith Malone,
curatorial intern. Kemper Art Museum,
Rm. 104. 935-4523.
4 p.m. Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics Seminar. "Role of Y-family
Polymerases in Preventing or Promoting
Mutagenesis and Carcinogenesis." Roger
Woodgate, chief, lab. of genomic integrity, National Institutes for Health, Bethesda, Md. Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley
Ave. 362-4152.
4 p.m. Division of Biology & Biomedical
Sciences "Frontiers of Pathobiology"
Lecture Series. "Biology of Stem Cell
Transplantation." John Dipersio, prof, of
medicine. Farrell Learning & Teaching
Center, Holden Aud. 362-4806. .
4 p.m. Physics Colloquium. "The Loves of
Hans Bethe." Sam Schweber, prof, of history of science, Harvard U. (3:30 p.m.
coffee. Compton Hall, Rm. 245.) Crow
Hall, Rm. 204. 935-6276.
4 p.m. Romance Languages & Literatures
Lecture. "Property Rights: Autobiographies, Fictions and Quotes." Sylvia
Molloy, Albert Schweitzer Professor in
the Humanities, NYU. Co-sponsored by
International & Area Studies, Comparative Literature, Women & Gender Studies
and the Center for the Humanities.
Brookings Hall, Rm. 300. 935-5175.

Thursday, Nov. 16
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Genetic
Analysis of Apoptosis in C. elegans."
Barbara Conradt, assoc. prof, of genetics,
Dartmouth Medical School. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Novel NMR/
MRI Modalities: NMR Without RF Irradiation and Quadrupolar MRI." Alexej
Jerschow, prof, of chemistry, N.Y.U.
McMillen Lab., Rm. 311. 935-6530.
4 p.m. History Colloquium. "The British
Warfare State." David Edgerton, prof, of
the history, of science, technology and
medicine, U. of London. Brown Hall
Lounge. 935-5450.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "Molecular Mechanism of
HSV-1 Entry Into Ocular Cells." Vaibhav
Tiwari, dept. of ophthalmology & visual
sciences, U. of III., Chicago. Maternity
Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.
4:15 p.m. Earth & Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Hydrogen Isotopic Biogeochemistry: Problems and Progress."
Alex Sessions, asst. prof, of geobiology,
California Inst. of Technology. Earth &
Planetary Sciences Bldg., Rm. 203.
935-5610.

Friday, Nov. 17
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "The
Pathophysiology of Critical Care Neurology: Things We Have Learned From
PET in the NNICU." William Powers,
Charlotte and Paul Hagemann Professor
of Neurology. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.
Noon. Cell Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"Backpedaling the Cell Cycle: The Re-

of the Americas, hosted the workshop.
Engleman, formerly resident dramaturg of the
McCarter Theatre in Princeton, N.J., is serving as a
freelance dramaturg for new play festivals in the
United States and abroad.
While on campus, Engleman also will take part in
the PAD's symposium "Playwrights and Politics: Two
Acts on the National and International Scene." The
event, which runs from 3:30-6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9,
at Edison Theatre, will examine the nature of political
theater and the impact of the arts on national and international politics.
Past Hotchner festivals have resulted in development of new plays that have gone on to win the biannual A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Competition, receiving full productions as part of the regular PAD
season.
Past winners include "Killing Women" (2002) and
"Psalms of a Questionable Nature" (2003), both by
Marisa Wegrzyn (LA '03), and "Six Seconds in Charlack" (2005) by Brian Golden (LA '04).
In spring 2007, the PAD will stage its latest Hotchner Competition winner, "Highness" by Carolyn Kras
(LA '06).
Both the staged readings and the symposium are
free and open to the public. The A.E. Hotchner Studio
Theatre is located in Mallinckrodt Student Center.
For more information, call Joy Ryan at 726-0793
or 807-7709 or e-mail jaryana@artsci.wustl.edu.

versibility of Mitotic Exit in Vertebrate
Cells." Gary Gorbsky, program head of
molecular, cell and developmental biology, U. of Okla. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426. 362-3964.
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical
Society Meeting. "The MESSENGER
Mission to Mercury." Roger Phillips,
prof, of earth & planetary sciences.
McDonnell Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614.

Monday, Nov. 20
10:30 a.m.-noon. Boeing Center for
Technology, Information and Manufacturing Operations and Manufacturing
Management Seminar. "Revenue
Management with Limited Demand
Information." Itir Karaesmen-Aydin, asst.
prof, of management science, U. of Md.
Simon Hall, Rm. 241. 935-5577.
Noon. School of Law "Access to Justice"
Public Interest Law Speaker Series.
"Race, Social Justice and Democracy."
Stephanie Wildman, prof, of law, Santa
Clara U. Anheuser-Busch Hall. 935-4958.
Noon. Work, Families, and Public Policy
Brown Bag Seminar Series. "Social
Welfare and Juvenile Justice Policy."
Elizabeth Scott, prof, of law, Columbia U.
Eliot Hall, Rm. 300. 935-4918.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "A New Immune Axis for Chronic
Inflammatory Disease." Michael Holtzman, Selma and Herman Seldin Professor of Medicine. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.
7 p.m. Sam Fox School Architecture
Lecture Series. "Building Recombinant
Ecologies." Steve Luoni, Ruth & Norman
Moore Visiting Professor of Architecture.
Whitaker Hall Aud. 935-9300.

Tuesday, Nov. 21
Noon. Molecular Microbiology & Microbial Pathogenesis Seminar Series.
"Adaptation to Intracellular Infection:
Regulation of Flagellar Motility and
Virulence in Listeria monocytogenes."
Darren Higgins, assoc. prof, of microbiology & molecular genetics, Harvard U.
Cori Aud., 4565 McKinley Ave.
362-4829.
Noon. Program in Physical Therapy Research Seminar. 4444 Forest Park Blvd.,
Lower Lvl.,Rm.B108. 286-1400.
1 p.m. Multidisciplinary Clinical Research Career Development Program.
"An Innovative, Dean's-office Based
Approach Designed to Increase Faculty
Success." Eugene Orringer, prof, of medicine, U. of N.C. Wohl Hosp. Bldg. Aud.
454-8255.

Music
Thursday, Nov. 9
7:30 p.m. Concert. Washington University
Concert Band. Dan Presgrave, dir. Graham Chapel. 935-4841.
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Paul DeMarinis,
saxophone, and Carolbeth True, piano.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Friday, Nov. 10
8 p.m. Recital. Chip Broze, baritone, and
Alison Moritz, soprano. Ridgley Hall,

Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Saturday, Nov. 11
7 p.m. Recital. Jade Lin Hornbaker, mezzo
soprano. Whitaker Hall Aud. 935-4841.

On Stage
Thursday, Nov. 16
7 p.m. A.E. Hotchner Playwriting Festival
Staged Readings. (Also 7 p.m. Nov. 17.)
Mallinckrodt Student Center, A.E. Hotchner Studio Theatre. 726-0793.

Sports
Saturday, Nov. 11
1 p.m. Football vs. Greenville College.
Francis Field. 935-4705.

Andmore
Thursday, Nov. 9

-

1-6:30 p.m. Government Career Fair.
"A Call to Service." For undergraduate,
graduate and doctoral students. Brown
and Goldfarb halls. 935-4245.

Tuesday, Nov. 14
12:15 p.m. Whitney R. Harris Institute for
Global Legal Studies Lecture and Book
Signing. Qiu Xiaolong, author. AnheuserBusch Hall, Rm. 309. 935-7988.
6 p.m. Oncology Interest Group Cancer
Survivors' Parrel Dinner. Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, Rm. 301.
479-7049.

Wednesday, Nov. 15
5:15 p.m. School of Medicine Distinguished Service Teaching Awards.
(6:15 p.m. reception.) Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 424-3575.

Sunday, Nov. 19
2 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Tour. Kemper
Art Museum. 935-4523.

How to submit
'University Events'
Submit "University Events" items
to Genevieve Posey of the
Record staff via:
e-mail — recordcalendar
©wustl.edu
campus mail —
Campus Box 1070
fax — 935-4259
Deadline for submissions is
noon on the Thursday prior to
publication date.

Wrongful executions to be
examined in law conference
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES

The sixth annual Access to
Equal Justice conference
will explore one of the country's most significant criminal
justice issues: the possibility
that innocent defendants have
been convicted and executed.
"Examining the Risks of
Wrongful Executions and the
Role of Prosecutors, Defense
Attorneys, Academia and the
Press" will be held from 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 17, in
the Bryan Cave Moot Courtroom of Anheuser-Busch Hall.
U.S. Rep. William Lacy
Clay Jr., D-Mo., will deliver
the morning keynote address
at 9 a.m. Afternoon keynote
speakers are Barry Scheck, codirector of the Innocence Project and professor of law at the
Benjamin N. Cardozo School
of Law at Yeshiva University in
New York, and Roscoe C.
Howard Jr., partner at Troutman Sanders LLP in Washington, former U.S. attorney for
the District of Columbia and
former professor of law at the
University of Kansas. They
will speak at the lunch session
at 1 p.m.
During the conference,
panelists from the legal profession, academia and the press
will examine four criminal
cases that many critics believe
ended in the executions of innocent defendants:
• Cameron Todd Willingham was executed in Texas in
2004 for the arson-murders of
his three daughters. The death
penalty was based on interpretations by fire investigators
that have been scientifically
disproved.
• Ruben Cantu was executed in Texas in 1993 for a murder that occurred when he was
17. During the years following
Cantu's conviction, a surviving
victim, the co-defendant, the
district attorney and the jury

Conference
- from Page 1

MacKeith, associate dean of the
Sam Fox School of Design 8c Visual Arts and associate professor of
architecture; Richard A. Loomis,
Ph.D., associate professor of
chemistry in Arts & Sciences;
Tamilynn E. Holder, director of
international alumni 8c development programs; and Bridget Coleman, director of admissions and
recruiting in the Graduate School
of Arts 8c Sciences. Also attending
was Diane D. Jacobsen, Ph.D.
(M.L.A. '95, M.A. '00, Ph.D. '03), a
member of the Arts 8c Sciences
National Council.
The conference's opening day,
Oct. 13, included presentations by
representatives of the China
Scholarship Council and their U.S.
counterparts. Several graduate
deans talked about what their universities are doing in China. Debra
Stewart, president of the Council
of Graduate Schools, also gave an
address.
"We had a very open discussion of the issues involved in international education, the issues
involved in Chinese graduate students coming to the United States
and US. students going to China,"
Thach said.
"Especially important was the
issue of whether the Chinese students who come to the U.S. will
then return to China after they get
their degrees."
The group discussed a proposal
for a special fellowship program

forewoman made public statements that cast doubt on
Cantu's guilty verdict and
death sentence.
• Larry Griffin was convicted in 1980 of the St. Louis
murder of teenage drug dealer
Quintin Moss and executed by
the State of Missouri in 1995.
The conviction has been criticized in that there was no evidence against Griffin except
the testimony of Robert Fitzgerald, a professional criminal
in the Federal Witness Protection Program.
• Carlos DeLuna was executed in Texas in 1989 for
stabbing Wanda Lopez to
death in a robbery at a Corpus
Christi gas station/convenience
store six years earlier. Claims
of unreliable eyewitness identification and inadequate representation raise concerns about
his conviction and execution.
"These four cases underscore serious weaknesses in
our criminal justice system
that cannot be ignored," said
Karen L. Tokarz, J.D., professor
of law and director of the
Clinical Education Program
and the Alternative Dispute
Resolution Program at the
School of Law.
"They cry out for a more
thorough examination of the
death penalty and the process
that leads up to it."
The conference is hosted
and co-sponsored by the law
school's Clinical Education
Program and the Center for
Interdisciplinary Studies, with
the Saint Louis University
School of Law.
The conference is free and
open to the public; however,
attendees must pre-register.
The conference qualifies for
seven hours of MCLE credit
for lawyers and judges.
For more information, contact Beth Niehaus at 935-6419
or e-mail ekniehaus@wulaw
.wustl.edu.

that the Chinese minister of education is considering. Similar
to a National Science Foundation fellowship, it would support students for five years in
graduate school at an international university, Thach said.
The students then would incur
the obligation of returning to
China to take a job there after
graduation.
The conference's second
day featured an informationexchange event attended by
more than 400 students from all
over China. The schools in attendance, including WUSTL, set
up information booths on graduate study. University alumni
living in Shanghai, including
Sonya Ho, David and Lauren
Ledger, Millie Tang and Peter
Young, assisted at the event.
"I was invited to the 10th
anniversary of the China Scholarship Council in June,"
Thach said.
"A Chinese vice-minister
told our group: 'We want our
students to get the best education possible, and we want them
to come home to be leaders in
China to help modernize it. We
know they are going to get ideas
that some of us will consider
very foreign. We understand
that research can only be done
in an open environment. We
want them to pick up the most
advanced ideas the West has to
offer, and we will welcome their
ideas and put our trust in them
when they return,'" Thach added. "I was delighted to hear a
Chinese leader speak so openly
about this issue."
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Social responsibility of business
takes center stage in Danforth
Lecture Series final installment
biology department. Two years
later, he joined Merck Research
For years, the pharmaceutical
Laboratories and served as presiindustry was held in high
dent until 1985, when he became
esteem for its contributions
chairman and CEO. He retired
to improvements in human
from Merck in 1994.
health. But in 2004, a Harris poll
Vagelos is chairman of Regenfound that the industry's reputaeron Pharmaceuticals Inc. and of
tion had dropped to the bottom
Theravance Inc., two biotech
ranks — down with the oil and
companies.
cigarette industries. The public
The program will include a
felt drug prices were exorbitant
panel discussion featuring Uniand that the industry had not
versity-associated business exresponded properly to help
perts. Following Vagelos' address,
reduce the spread of HIV and
panelists will add their perspecAIDS.
tives and invite discussion from
P. Roy Vagelos, M.D.,
the audience. A recepwho led pharmaceutical
tion in Holmes Lounge
giant Merck & Co. Inc.
will follow.
during that pivotal era in
Panelists joining
the industry's history, will
Vagelos onstage are Maaddress the issue of corpohendra R. Gupta, the
rate leaders' role in social
Geraldine J. and Robert
responsibility at 4 p.m.
L. Virgil Professor of AcMonday, Nov. 13, in Gracounting and Manageham Chapel.
ment and dean of the
Vagelos
The talk is the final inJohn M. Olin School of
stallment of the Danforth
Business; Judi McLean
Lecture Series, which began with
Parks, the Reuben C. and Anne
"Medicine and Society" and was
Carpenter Taylor Professor of
followed by "Faith and Politics."
Organizational Behavior in the
Vagelos' lecture, titled "The
Olin School; and Philip NeedleSocial Responsibility of Busiman, former chief scientist of
ness," will explore examples of
Pharmacia Inc. and Monsanto/
corporate leaders who connect
Searle and former professor
failure to respond to public conand chair of the Department of
cerns with negative changes in
Pharmacology at the School of
their industry.
Medicine.
Under Vagelos' watch as
The lecture is scheduled to be
Merck's chairman of the board
simulcast on the Medical Camand chief executive officer, the
pus at the King Center on the
company made unprecedented
seventh floor of Becker Library
gains in drug discoveries and beand on the Danforth Campus at
came the leader in the industry.
the Gargoyle on the lower level of
Among his accomplishments,
the Mallinckrodt Student Center.
Vagelos led Merck Research LabThe Danforth Lecture Series
oratories in the pioneering dewas created as part of the celevelopment of statin drugs,
bration of naming the main camwhich lower cholesterol levels.
pus the Danforth Campus, in
. In 1966, Vagelos chaired
honor of the contributions the
the Department of Biological
Danforth family and its foundaChemistry in the School of
tion have made to the University
Medicine. In 1973, he led the efover the years.
fort to found the first-ever DiviThe program is free and open
sion of Biology and Biomedical
to the public.
Sciences, which helped establish
For more information, call
the model for fusing a medical
935-5285 or go online to danforth
school with an undergraduate
camp us. wustl. edu/lectures. h tm.
BY BARBARA REA

Award
Devotees of community,
University honored
- from Page 1
Museum and the Saint Louis
Symphony Society. He also is active in the Greater St. Louis Area
Council, Boy Scouts of America;
together, they provide funds for
scholarships that help inner-city
children attend private schools.
Betty Farrell served on the
University Libraries' National
Council from 1987-1990. A
staunch supporter of St. Louis'
cultural, civic and educational organizations, she has worked on
behalf of the Saint Louis Art Museum and the Missouri Botanical
Garden.
Russell D. and Mary B. Shelden
The Sheldens are active volunteers and philanthropists whose
contributions have helped advance medical education and
research throughout Missouri.
In 1998, the Sheldens endowed
a scholarship for the medical
school's Department of Anesthesiology.
A generous professorship, the
Russell D. and Mary B. Shelden
Professorship in Anesthesiology,
followed seven years later. Evan
D. Kharasch, M.D., Ph.D., holds
the professorship.
This was in addition to the establishment of two professorships
in anesthesiology at the University of Missouri-Columbia (UMC),
where Russell Shelden, M.D.,
earned a bachelor's degree.

RusseE Shelden also is an
alumnus of Washington University, graduating from the medical
school in 1949. A few years later,
he joined the staff at Research
Hospital, and he stayed there
until retiring in 1977.
Highlights of his career at Research include serving as chief of
anesthesiology and president of
the medical staff. In addition, he
taught anesthesiology for 25 years
at UMC.
He has received a number of
awards for serving his profession,
among them the Missouri Society
of Anesthesiology's Distinguished
Service Award, UMC's Alumni
Distinguished Service Award and
the UMC Medical Alumni Association's Distinguished Service
Award.
Russell Shelden has been active
with the University's Kansas City
Regional Cabinet since 2000, and
he chaired the Kansas City Regional Campaign.
Mary Shelden also believes in
giving back to her alma mater,
providing the University of New
Mexico with a Native American
scholarship fund.
She also supports scholarships
at the University of Kansas School
of Medicine.
Active in the Kansas City community, she has been involved
with the Junior League, the United Way and the Women's Division
of the Kansas City Philharmonic,
for which she served as a member
of the board of directors.
The Shelden's generosity to the
University extends to the William
Greenleaf Eliot Society as Life Patrons.

Report tO the neighbors John E. Klein, executive vice chancellor for administration,
addresses the audience at the Report to the Neighbors meeting Nov. 1 at the Charles F. Knight
Executive Education Center. Following opening remarks by Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton, the
report featured a presentation by Richard A. Roloff, vice chancellor for capital projects, regarding
the more than $100 million worth of construction happening on campus — specifically the underground parking garage, University Center and the School of Law/Social Sciences building. A
question-and-answer session followed, moderated by Cheryl Adelstein, director of community
relations and local government affairs, and included a panel of (from left) Flint Fowler, co-chair of
the Neighbors Council; Wrighton; Klein; James E. McLeod, vice chancellor for students and dean
of the College of Arts & Sciences; Steven P. Hoffner, assistant vice chancellor for real estate and
president of Quadrangle Management Co. and Quadrangle Housing Co.; and Roloff.

Tumors
Three-drug combination
slows cancer in mice
- from Page 1
cells and then choosing compounds likely to interfere with
their growth.
"This study, led by Joseph Ippolito, a very talented M.D./Ph.D.
student, demonstrates the importance of looking at tumor metabolism," said senior author Jeffrey
I. Gordon, M.D., director of the
Center for Genome Sciences.
"Using a broad array of technology, we've obtained a view of the
tumor cells' metabolome [the set
of small-molecule metabolites
found within cells] and revealed
aspects that were not expected
and could be exploited."
The findings, published in a
recent article in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences,
expand upon earlier work by the
research group, which demonstrated that aggressive types of
neuroendocrine tumors — seen
in some types of lung, thyroid
and prostate cancers — produce
high amounts of a chemical
called GABA, a neurotransmitter.
Because of the abundance of
GABA in these tumors, the authors previously proposed that
the chemical could potentially
serve as a marker for poor-prognosis neuroendocrine tumors.
But the latest findings also show
that the techniques used to decipher the biochemistry of the tumors can be applied to seek
drugs that will affect tumor me- •
tabolism.
The techniques link DNA microarray technology, which can
pinpoint highly active genes in
the tumors, to precise measurements of abundantmetabolites
and their potential byproducts
within intact tumor cells using
nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy and mass spectrometry.
Software programs take this
information and provide testable
predictions about how these substances might drive the special
metabolism of cancerous cells.
Investigating on laboratory
mice that develop metastatic tumors of the prostate's neuroendocrine cells, the researchers
discovered that the tumor cells
relied on molecules that transmit
signals between neurons. They
found that the tumor cells respond to GABA as well as to two
other neurotransmitters, glycine
and glutamate.
"The question was, 'What are
these neural signaling molecules
doing in tumor cells found outside the central nervous system?'"
lead author Ippolito said.
The researchers demonstrated

that the tumor cells have receptors on their surface that recognize these neurotransmitters and
are activated by them. In addition,
the tumor cells directly convert
GABA and glutamate into sources
of energy.
Moreover, glycine was involved
in a mechanism that increased the
amount of fatty acids, an important source of energy, in the
bloodstream of the lab mice.
"We showed that the neurotransmitters GABA, glycine and
glutamate not only stimulate proliferation of the tumor cells, but
they also are able to secure
sources of energy for the cells,"
Ippolito said. "In a way, the tumor
cells eat their own words."
Having identified a key vulnerability in these aggressive neuroendocrine tumor cells, the researchers looked for a way to exploit it. They selected agents already approved for medical use by
the Food and Drug Administration.
Two drugs — amiloride, a diuretic, and carbidopa, used to
treat Parkinson's disease — exert
their effects by inhibiting the
same mechanisms the research
group had identified as important
for the tumor cells' energy-gathering reactions.
They combined these two
drugs with a third drug, flumazenil, which is ordinarily used to reverse the effects of sedatives.
Flumazenil binds to GABA receptors on the surface of nerve
cells, and the researchers theorized that it could inhibit GABA
signaling between tumor cells.
The amiloride-carbidopaflumazenil combination was administered to mice that had
prostate neuroendocrine tumor

cells implanted beneath their
skin. Compared to mice that
didn't receive the drug therapy,
those treated with the combination had 40 percent less tumor
growth.
"We propose that this might
be a potential therapeutic regimen for patients with aggressive
neuroendocrine tumors," Ippolito said. "Since the drugs are already FDA-approved, they could
be more quickly used as experimental therapeutics."
Examination of gene expression profiles of more than 400
human cancers showed that the
genes encoding the enzymes vital
to these aggressive neuroendocrine tumors also were expressed
at high levels in some non-neuroendocrine cancers.
This suggests that the threedrug therapy could work for
many kinds of cancers, according
to the study authors.
"This approach is very powerful," Gordon said. "By combining
a variety of experimental and
computational methods that
monitor the expression of genes
encoding enzymes and their biochemical products, we can explore the metabolism of these
cells, looking for unusual pathways that might reveal their potential vulnerabilities.
"Then we can see if medications already exist — ones whose
mechanism of action is known
and whose safety has been established — that can be used to target components of these unusual
pathways, test them in animal
models of human cancer and if
the results look promising, bring
them to the patient's bedside as
part of a carefully controlled
clinical trial."
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Notables
Early receives Phi Beta Kappa
Award for Distinguished
Service to the Humanities
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D.; the
Merle Kling Professor of
Modern Letters and director
of the Center for the Humanities
in Arts & Sciences, received the
Phi Beta Kappa Award for Distinguished Service to the Humanities on Oct. 28.
Early, professor of English, of
African & African American Studies and of American culture
studies, all in Arts & Sciences, received the award during the 41st
Triennial Council of the Phi Beta
Kappa Society, which met Oct.
25-29 in Atlanta.
Given in
recognition of
significant contributions in the
humanities, the
award is funded
by a generous
gift from Mr.
and Mrs. WilEarly
liam Jaffee. It
includes a cash prize and a medal
named for the couple.
Previous award recipients include Robert Pinsky, former Poet
Laureate of the United States;
Daniel J. Boorstin, retired Librarian of Congress; Louis B. Wright,
former director of the Folger
Shakespeare Library; and Barnaby C. Keeney, former chairman
of the National Endowment for
the Humanities and former president of Brown University.
Delegates from 270 Phi Beta
Kappa chapters and more than
60 associations attended the
council. The Phi Beta Kappa Senate selected Early based on nominations from chapters, associations and individual members.
An acclaimed essayist and
American culture critic, Early is
the author of several books, including The Culture of Bruising:
Essays on Prizefighting, Literature,
and Modern American Culture,
which won the 1994 National
Book Critics Circle Award for
criticism, and One Nation Under
a Groove: Motown & American
Culture (1994).

He also edited numerous volumes, including This Is Where I
Came In: Black America in the
1960s (2003); The Sammy Davis,
Jr. Reader (2001); Miles Davis and
American Culture (2001); The
Muhammad AH Reader (1998);
and Body Language: Writers on
Sport (1998). How the War in the
Streets Is Won: Poems on the Quest
of Love and Faith (1995) was his
first book of poetry.
Early, a fellow of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences,
has received two Grammy Award
nominations in the category of
Best Album Notes for Yes I Can!
The Sammy Davis Jr. Story and
Rhapsodies in Black: Music and
Words From the Harlem Renaissance.
He also has served as a consultant on Ken Burns' PBS documentaries on baseball and jazz
and was a commentator on
Burns' documentary on Jack
Johnson, the first African-American heavyweight champion.
Founded in 1776, Phi Beta
Kappa is the nation's oldest academic honor society. It has chapters at 276 institutions and more
than half a million members
throughout the country.
Its mission is to champion education in the liberal arts and sciences, to recognize academic excellence and to foster freedom of
thought and expression.
Among its programs are academic and literary awards, lectureships, a fellowship, a professorship and publication of The
American Scholar, an award-winning quarterly journal.

'Notables' policy
To submit "Notables" for
publication in the Record,
e-mail items to Andy
Clendennen at andyc@
wustl.edu or fax to
935-4259.

Construction Update
Construction Update is published periodically and provides
information about the progress of major building and renovation
projects. Information is provided to the Record by facilities management.

Danforth Campus

poured Oct. 26. Project completion is scheduled for Dec. 22.

Central Underground Social Science^/
Parking Garage
School of Law
Mass excavation and the retention system are both 90 percent
complete. The ramp retaining
wall is complete, and the perimeter foundation walls are 25
percent complete. Project completion is scheduled for Aug. 3,
2007.

Sam Fox School
The Sam Fox School of Design
& Visual Arts was dedicated
Oct. 25.

Snow Way
Parking Garage
Expansion Phase II: Shotcrete
walls and footings are complete.
Interior footings are complete,
as is level 2. Level 3 east was

The mass excavation is 95 percent complete. Footings have
been placed along the western
walls. Foundation walls soon
will be placed at the southwest
corner. The tower crane base has
been set, and temporary power
is being installed. Sub-floor sewers also are being installed.

University Center
The University has received 100
percent Design Development
documents, and review comments have been returned to
the design team. Design firm
Tsoi/Kobus 8c Associates Inc.
was to present the interior
design at a Nov. 6 meeting.
Construction is scheduled to
begin in April 2007.

Sports
Volleyball wins UAA,
gains NCAA bid
The No. 2 volleyball team went 5-0
Nov. 3-4 en route to the UAA
Championship in Pittsburgh.
With the league title —
WUSTL's 18th since the UAA's inception 20 years ago — the Bears
improved to 33-1, extended their
winning streak to 25 matches and
gained the automatic bid to the
NCAA Tournament.
The Bears opened play Nov. 3
with 3-0 sweeps against Case
Western Reserve University, the
University of Rochester and host
Carnegie Mellon University. The
next day, WUSTL defeated No. 19 •
New York University and No. 13
Emory University by the same 3-0
margin.
Junior middle hitter Emilie
Walk led the Bears with 10 kills
and three blocks against Emory,
while senior middle hitter Whitney Smith added seven kills and
nine blocks.
WUSTL opened the day with a
30-11, 30-25, 30-12 win against
New York. Smith led the Red and
Green with 10 total blocks, the
fourth time this season Smith has
recorded at least 10 blocks in a
match.

Women's soccer extends
winning streak to 14
Senior Sara Schroeder headed
home the game-winning goal midway through the first half to lead
the No. 6 women's soccer team to
a 1-0 win against the University of
Chicago on Senior Day at Francis
Field.
The win for the Bears extended
their school-record winning streak
to 14 games, and secured a perfect
7-0 UAA record for the first time
in school history. Prior to the
game, Washington U. honored the
three seniors who played their
final regular season game at Francis Field: Talia Bucci, MeghanMarie Fowler-Finn and Schroeder.
The Bears took the 1-0 lead at
20:47 mark when Schroeder headed home a cross for her third goal
of the season. Junior Marin McCarthy picked up the assist on the
goal, as she took the ball down the
sideline and crossed it into the box
with her left foot.
Junior Carrie Sear made a career-high six saves in securing her
"eighth shutout of the season, and
in the process lowered her UAAbest goals-against average to 0.25.

Men's soccer upends
Chicago in finale, 1-0
The No. 25 men's soccer team
defeated Chicago, 1-0, in its regular-season finale Nov. 4 at Francis
Field.
Junior Onyi Okoroafor scored
the game-winner with less than
three minutes remaining in regulation. With the win, Washington U.
improved to 12-3-2 overall, 4-2-1
in UAA play.
Okoroafor took a pass from
freshman John Hengel in the middle of the field and drilled a shot
to the right corner for the only
goal of the game.

Fowler-Finn named
academic all-district
Senior women's soccer player
MeghanMarie Fowler-Finn has
been named to the ESPN The
Magazine College Division firstteam Academic All-District VII,
as selected by the College Sports
Information Directors of American.
Last season, Fowler-Finn was a
second-team academic all-district
selection. Fowler-Finn, a senior
midfielder, leads the Bears in goals
(10), shots (56), shots on goal (31)

Senior middle hitter Whitney Smith goes up for yet another kill as
the No. 2 Bears volleyball team went undefeated in winning the UAA
title Nov. 3-4 in Pittsburgh. In the fifth match, against New York
University, Smith totaled 10 blocks — the fourth time she has
reached that number this year.
and game-winning goals (four).
She has a 3.71 grade-point average and is majoring in psychology
and environmental studies.
A three-time UAA All-Academic Team member, Fowler-Finn
ranks third in team history in
game-winning goals (12), and
fourth in goals (38) and points
(86). She is now eligible for selection to the Academic All-America
Team, which will be announced
Nov. 21.

Women's basketball
ranked 10th in poll
The women's basketball team is
ranked 10th in the USA Today/
ESPN Preseason Top 25.
The Bears completed the
2005-06 season with a 25-3
record and a 13-1 mark in UAA
play, which was good for its
ninth-straight conference championship.
The Bears, who won four
straight national championships
from 1998-2001, also made their
17th straight NCAA Tournament
appearance and advanced to the
round of 16 before falling at
Hope College, the eventual national champion.

mitted free with a student I.D.
The box office opens at 11:45
a.m. Thursday, 3:15 p.m. Friday,
and 5:45 p.m. Saturday.

Men's, women's soccer
to host NCAA tourneys
The men's and women's soccer
teams are headed to the NCAA
Tournament, as announced Nov.
6 by the NCAA Selection
Committee.
The men's team will host firstand second-round action Nov.
10-11, while the women received
a first-round bye and will play the
winner of Loras College and the
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
in the second round on Saturday
at 4 p.m.
No. 5 University of Redlands
(Calif.) will play Fontbonne University in the first men's game at
5 p.m. Nov. 10, while No. 25
Washington U. will take on
Wheaton College (111.) at 7:30
p.m.
The two winners will meet
Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
Admission for adults will be
$6 and $3 for students and seniors. Washington University undergraduate students will be admitted free with a student I.D.

Volleyball to host
NCAA regional
The No. 2 volleyball team will
host the 2006 NCAA Central
Region Championship on Nov. 911 at the Field House.
The Central Regional field
consists of eight teams; top-seeded WUSTL will be joined by
Simpson College (No. 2 ), Rhodes
College (No. 3), Coe College (No.
4), Capital University (No. 5),
Webster University (No.*6),
Maryville (Tenn.) College (No.
7), and Nebraska Wesleyan University (No. 8).
WUSTL opens play at 8:30
p.m. Nov. 9 vs. Nebraska Wesleyan. In other first-round action,
Simpson will take on Maryville at
1 p.m.; Rhodes will face Webster
at 3:30 p.m.; and Coe will take on
Capital at 6 p.m.
Admission for adults will be
$6 and $3 for students and seniors. Washington University undergraduate students will be ad-

Obituary
Zimmerman, 84
Herbert B. Zimmerman, M.D., a
retired assistant professor of
clinical medicine, died Thursday,
Nov. 2, 2006, at Missouri Baptist
Medical Center of congestive heart
failure. Zimmerman earned a
degree from the School of Medicine in 1951.
He was principal investigator at
the medical school for the Multiple
Risk Factor Intervention Trial in
the 1970s, which showed that
treating risk factors could reduce
the death rate of coronary heart
disease. Earlier this year, he was
given the distinguished service
award from the Department of
Medicine and Barnes-Jewish
Hospital.
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BY ANDY
CLENDENNEN

She was so convinced that she had blown
her interview with Washington University that Virginia Toliver had packed up
her belongings and sent most of them
back to the University of Southern
Mississippi, fully anticipating a return to her
previous job.
Then came the call.
"They told me I was selected," Toliver recalls
with a laugh, "so I just started unpacking and
looking for a place to live."
And 25 years later, she's still here, having
risen through the ranks of the University Libraries' administration to become associate
dean.
"Virginia touches many aspects of the Libraries, the University and the community," says
Shirley Baker, dean of libraries and vice chancellor for information technology. "She is active
in her church both locally and nationally and
has been key to a number of social support
groups here in St. Louis.
"None of us in the Libraries will ever forget
her three-year leadership of our Olin Library
renovation, putting off her knee-replacement
until we finished. Most libraries assign someone
to deal only with renovation; Virginia managed
both renovation and her regular broad administrative duties."
The story of how a girl, born and raised in a

Virginia Toliver (left), associate dean of University Libraries, chats with Debora Spraggins, library business officer for Olin Library. "What everyone who meets Virginia discovers right away is her great
sense of humor and her infectious laugh," says colleague Joy Lowery. "She's one of a kind!"

From humble beginnings
Associate Dean Virginia Toliver has come
a long way from rural Mississippi
rural area outside of Tupelo, Miss., rose to associate dean of a major academic library system is
a circuitous one indeed.
Even though her parents lived right next
door, Toliver was raised mainly by her grandparents, and she recalls "Big Mama" — known
to those outside the family as her grandmother
— as being "the matriarch of the family."
And Big Mama is a person that keeps cropping up at various points in Toliver's life.
"It was interesting, neither of my grandparents had any formal education," Toiiver says.
"Big Mama had to quit school when she was in
the second grade to care for siblings while her
parents-sharecropped there in Mississippi, but
she instilled in me the principles that are really
the essence of who I am and what I am, both
professionally and personally.
' "Strong work ethics, determination, a compassion for people — for humankind — and a
steadfast faith. Those are the principles that
have guided me throughout."
Toliver's mother and father both taught in
the Mississippi Public School System, and that
in itself is quite an accomplishment as her
mother was a first-generation high school graduate.
But Big Mama wasn't willing to stop with
just one educated offspring. She was determined
that all of her descendents would be educated.
"Not having a formal education, she knew
how limiting that was," Toliver says.
"Remember, we're talking about Mississippi
in the '50s and '60s, opportunities were limited
for blacks even with an education and were
non-existent for those without an
education.
Virginia Toliver
"She did not want us to be stuck
on
the farm; she wanted us to be
Title: Associate dean, University
able to go beyond that and knew
Libraries
that education was the means for
Family: Daughter Wilmetta Toliverachieving that."
Diallo, Ph.D., an assistant dean in the
So, following her high-school
College of Arts & Sciences.
graduation, Toliver heeded Big
Mama's advice and headed for
Hobbies: Volunteering to help people,
Jackson State University, where she
reading books and spending time with
earned a degree in English literaher grandchildren.
ture because "I was going to write

"Spoiling grandbabies is a great pastime," says Toliver, here with
Mawdo Malik (3 months) and Coumba Tai'ba (2 1/2).

that Great American Novel. Never have written a
line, though," she says, laughing.
It was at Jackson State where she first tasted the
library profession and got her feet wet in cataloging.
It was an eye-opening experience from the start.
"I was not aware of all the things that go into
making up a library, so my job was my first introduction to the library profession," she says. "I didn't
even know what it took to get a book on the shelf."
One of the requirements of working at the Jackson State library was working one night a week in
public services, which fit Toliver perfectly.
"I looked forward to that night because I have a
passion for people, and one of the things I found in
public service is that I was fascinated with the reference librarians," she says. "The students would come
up with questions and I had no idea how to answer
them, and would refer them to the reference librarians, and they'd frantically run around and try to get
the answer and I thought 'that's what I want to do.'
"I enjoyed the search for knowledge and information, so I decided to ultimately get a library degree and be a reference librarian."
To that end, after having a daughter and working
a bit longer at Jackson State, Toliver was finally convinced by the library's director to go to graduate
school.
By then a single mother, Toliver was hesitant —
until her grandmother again came to the rescue and
took care of baby Wilmetta while Toliver earned a
master's degree from the University of Illinois.
Then it was off to her first professional job, as
head of the serials unit at Alcorn State University's
library. She also served as acting library director for
three years.
That was Toliver's first taste of a university library's administration, including budgeting, management, personnel, "things that I never thought I'd
need again in life," she laughs.
Following an internship in 1977 at Livermore Lab
in California, Toliver became coordinator in the new
field of information retrieval at the University of
Southern Mississippi.
While at Southern Miss, she heard about the
Council of Library Resources and its academic library management internship. For several years the
council selected librarians in middle management
positions and assigned them to accomplished Association of Research Libraries mentors as a way to expose them to upper-management positions.
Each year, the council selected five interns and in
1981, Toliver became the first African-American female selected for the program and was assigned to
Washington University and Charles Churchwell,
then the Olin Library dean.
"It was a different world," she says of coming to
WUSTL's library system after her time at other
smaller institutions. "It was a totally different world
because the other libraries did not compare to
Washington University — the size, the academic
programs, the libraries — the fact that there were libraries throughout the campus as opposed to a central library was amazing."
During her internship year, a vacancy arose at
WUSTL and she applied and was one of the few selected for an interview.
And was convinced she bombed the process until
she received the phone call.
Over the past 25 years, she's taken on more and
more responsibilities both in the University library
and the library profession and is involved in the new
direction the profession is taking.
"Issues involving electronic access, assessment,

qualitative rather than quantitative measures of library effectiveness are the kinds of things that create
transformation in the profession and it's exciting to
be a part of that," Toliver says.
And this is in addition to her other administrative responsibilities including the budget, accounting, support services, administrative support, communications and events, facilities and library human
resources. She performs these functions for the Olin
Library and its nine departmental or school libraries.
"It's enough to keep you busy and challenged,"
she laughs. "But I enjoy my job, I have the frustrating times but because my job is so multi-faceted, I
find that I am constantly facing new challenges and I
find that very rejuvenating."
But perhaps the biggest challenge Toliver has
taken on was the multi-year Olin Library renovation,
which she coordinated. "For three years, I lived, slept
and breathed renovation," she says.
Although busy with her job, she still finds time to
really satisfy her passion for people. When not in the
office, she's a campus contact for the Office of Undergraduate Admissions, works on several University
committees and is a progress counselor for the College of Arts & Sciences.
She does community service work through her
church, Cote Brilliante Presbyterian, and was an
HIV/AIDS facilitator for support groups for several
years.
Now she's involved with the National Committee
on Self Development of the Presbyterian Church, a
ministry that funds groups of economically oppressed and impoverished people seeking to change
the structures that perpetuate poverty, oppression
and injustice. She also serves on the Board of Directors of Eden Theological Seminary.
"I've worked for Virginia for going on seven
years, and she never ceases to amaze me," says Joy
Lowery, director of communications and special
events at Olin Library. "She inspires respect and is a
fierce advocate for her staff, the Libraries and her
many interests. She's a straight shooter who's also
perceptive, smart, fair, decisive and never shrinks
from a challenge, all important traits in her demanding job.
"But more often I think of her as humane and
tender-hearted. I've seen her mentor staff, nurture
students and giggle with her granddaughter. What
everyone who meets Virginia discovers right away is
her great sense of humor and her infectious laugh.
She's one of a kind!"
Of course, being a librarian, Toliver reads. She
serves on the literary awards committee of the Black
Caucus of the American Library Association, and
each year gets to help select the best African-American works in fiction, nonfiction and other categories.
But all of those activities take a backseat to her
real pastime — her granddaughter, Coumba Tai'ba
(2 1/2) and grandson Mawdo Malik (3 months).
"Spoiling grandbabies is a great pastime," she says
with a laugh, "I'd recommend it to anybody."
She also spends more time with her daughter, Wilmetta Toliver-Diallo, Ph.D., assistant dean in the College of Arts & Sciences and lecturer in African & African American Studies in Arts & Sciences. She had
lived in France for three years, New York before that
and also spent three years in Africa before she and her
husband, El Hadji Samba Amadou Diallo, Ph.D.,
moved to St. Louis in 2005.
However, despite all of her jobs and accomplishments, there's one thing that Toliver still has not
achieved. Yet, at this point in her career, she's OK
with that.
"The one thing I've never been yet is a reference
librarian," she says. "And at this point in life and with
the changes taking place and how they work, I don't
want to be a reference librarian anymore!"
Chances are, Big Mama would be OK with that,
too.

